MISCELLANEOUS

EARLY DAYS ON THE
RICHMOND.

THE RIVAL RACE BALLS OF '54.

(By Hr.l Jas. Ainsworth in the “R.R.
Herald.”)

In 1854, when still a boy—and a
lightweight rider of local repute—I
found myself one of a Ballina party
bound for a typical Casine race meel-
ing. The grandstand on- the course
was a square, rough-hewn structure
with a fat slab roof from which emi-
nence those who cared to pay 2/6 for
the extra privilege could view the
different cvents, The space below
served as o weighing room and office
for the stewards and committes. In
common with {he majority in atlend-
ance Lhus early in the carnival, Joe
Evles had imbibed not wisely but too
well, and, to easo the exuberance of
his spirits, sought the seclusion and
sanctuary of the grandstand. There
he solemnly sat and stared, and blink.
ed, and smoked and—in turn—spat.

Immediately heneath, Sguatter Mae-
kellar, who was busily attending to
the scales, became all at once visibly
discanceried He was apparently jn-
teresled in the meanderings of o co
pios drickle of insistent wetness
which he feh slimily stealing down
his back bepeath his shirt collar. e
was readily aware that it had not
been raining, and for the momend
wag at a lots o account for the phe
nomencn.  Then, looking up, he saw
that it connected with a crack in the
rodof, Huzhing out, his excitement
registered  breaking-peoint when  he
caught Jov in the deliberate, 1 an-
wilting acl of expectorating another
ll volley at the vrack. MacKellar
hecams instantly lurioas angd peremp-
torilvy called for all the szatizfaction
Lo hiz putraged dignity that the law
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gl particolar circumstances would
allow, Iu this attitude be was sup-
porteg] by the committee (o & man,

amd the police were ordered to clear
the stand.

Joe, meanw hile, from the elevated
Pereh, viewed (he tumull below hn
with a complacency that was a wl
mirably ag it was seemingly disinter-
ested, until 11 was burne in
upon him that he wag the conlre fig
ure of the disturbance. Then, as
suming, a hurried but comprehensive
pegressive,  he  unsteadily unended
himsell inlg action, Hetwern hic-
coughs he aceepted the situation and
addres=e] the rowd., He defled the
police, and Ly aod large challenged
the whole fraternity of squatters lo
do their laridest, uttermost, aml ab.
solule worst, Fired by the heal of
s wwn eleguence, and the potency
of the rum, he concluded with a de-
charatinn of hostility against the en

slowly

fire population.

Following the Evles grawdstand in
cident, the Ballina men were Knpwn
in Casino as the "RBully Blues,” he

causge of the hlwe turbans they affect
ed round their hats in contrast with
e wite turbans worn by (e squal
ters, turbans hoaving come inflo popu
lar fashion at  (he  time. Though
invitations lugd been gssued generally
by ithe station proprietors for the
Race Ball, it wag repavidogd =1k
nificant that the “Hully Blues" wer
vt fed, Taking hasly counsel 1o
gether Lo consider  reprisals,  They
learped  that  Burley, lhe ouly
TolrfeT o mE Orsh et —nrome s
as musteln were retained  Tor The
ball—was as foovl of & drop of Jam:
aica ram as the next man, Thiy
fost no time in making friends with
Burley, who wag only too willing to
accept e lavish  hespitality offered
[l They kept  him under close
puard while they arranged an opposi-

il

tion hall, so that hy the time (he
“White Turbanites”™  had assembled
for the aristocriatic  hop, and ooly
awdalted the fddler. the latter well
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awditeg the fddler. the latter well
primed, was busy scraping out music

for the “Bully Dlues' " daoee in an
other quarter of the  town, Next
day the squatters opeanly acknow-
ledeed defeat and the combined ball
the [ollowing night was enthusiastic-
ally attended by every one, squdatter

ang timber-getler without exceplion
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