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Early Days on the Riochmond,

Mr. ., Withers, son,, of Lismore, in
his remiolscences now runningg in the
“Australion Baker® meotions Lhat
when he launched out n Balllpe in
the B80Vs his capital was less than

£50, but hin Iandiord (the late W.
Wigmore) mever asksl him for a
penny till he owed £100. Mr. Withera
telis the story of his oarly stroggles
thus » *“Tn the firsl year thore was
nine  months rain.  TL  somedioe
took me wn hour to travel 1| mwiles,
the ronds were o bad. | sent @ man
and o boy with o loml of bread Lo
Alstonville, ahout 9 or 10 miles, oo
n Monday, ool they returned on
Wednesiday, Thig woulll be aliour 150
logves—iwo  horses, wan ond boy,
nearly three daye. During the nine
months® raip the rosd Lo Tintenbar
was u.hﬂ}lutnl;l.' elormpd Mud up o
the horses' knees or more. Fot a
fime we tried to negotlote it, my Bon
taking two horses and o spade, and
A towel, e had somelbmes to on-
load his  bread and put 16 on lhe
grasa while he dug ol the wheels of
his cart. The towel was to wipe his
hiands. FEven that had to be given
up. I tried pannlers. They too haid
ter e almndomed, At lmst for [our
months we had to get o fat-holtoo
boat amd place the bread om tho
banks of Emigrant Creek, oot seving
o rusLimer of getting any inoney Top
that time. The boat would take two
days, and often stuck when the tide
wan out, ond then would bogin o
feast of fmt things—mosmitoss of gi-
gantic size antd of o blowdy Intention
nll night, and no chanpce of escape, 1
once left my two boyvs stranded on o
mid bank all night, with sworms of
mosguitoes in Fishers Creek, Well, 1
put in abhoul seven sears in 1Sallinae,
bullneking, speculating Tooking
phead, and [ came oul well ay lnst,
iy propeérty amd business togethir
selling  for LS00 Of course my
hanker hatd & blg say in it, yet | was
able to o ta Alstonvills, buy Lwo
pections of town lots for L1105,
which I sold by auetion for over
L4, I wl=o  buill s speall oven
with my own hands anid storted bak-
ing onee mare, and (hon sold eul for
L. Mr. Withers clalms 1o have
bdlt 29 or 23 bakers” ovens on Lhe
Iiehmonsd snd Tweed, and he poavs o
glivwing tribuito o the progress s
i the district daring his 2% vears of
resirdence.
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