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THE RICHMOND RIVERL DISTRICT,
[rnos & comnEEToNnEsT |

This extensive but comparatively unknown
district, whose fertility of soil i= unsurpasseld
in any part of the eolony, and which possesses
the inestimable advantage of pavigable rivers
and ereeks flowing theough s whole extont,
appears  destined at length to be opened ns n
fiold for the employment of capital in agricul-
{teend wnd commmereind pursiits o townships aee
in eonrse of sarvey on the bhanks of the river,
ard large veserves for agrienltaral porposos
tinve beon formed in the nest eligible positions.

The opening of a traet of conntry =0 sitnated
is eontemplated with satisfaction by those who
miny L eonsidored anbinssod  jodges,  Tn the
lower ponrt of the distriet slone there is rmom
for n large bady of industrions settlers, and
Dangeht 1 the ntoee of the soil, that Litile sppoes
NMiension s entertwined of its affopdingg  abon
Cdant compenisation for any labour that mny be
bestowed on the enliivation of wheat, mnize,
thier wine, tobaees, sugar, eotton, indigo, aml
many other articles of consumption amd of
|-|~tpu-l‘l‘. :

The hieight of the neighbonring  monntains
s menk Wie const ensures o this distriet pro.
teetion from the hot winds that  prowil o so
Lgreat an axtent in more exposcd parts of the
eolony, and ta thele proximity to the const may
also be artribmtod the frequency of showers ot
Himes when other districts are parched with
dronght,  The semitropieal  eharneter of the
celimnte is evideneed by the Tuxurisnee of the
vqt!_:vln_l‘inn an the banks of the river, whors the
tranks of giganthe trees, covorsd with ereoping
plants of varions deseriptions fullinesg down o
[yeaeeful fest wms from the apper eanches, pro
dunn nn |-ITM1 als cpn'ullh" nlﬂ?‘ im0 I'l‘:..'}ﬁl'l
Savonired withe an abindanee of moistore, anld
forrtile soil, !

When it is stated that the valley of the Rich
mond amd of its tribitarkes  extends for fully
o mides intand, and that it inelados mearly
wimb i weres of the riehest deseription of ol
vinl Iand, a great portion of which is in it
patnral state cliar of thinber, amd that the vari
ans rivers and evecka are navigable for a dis
girtee of from =0 ta W0 miles, these facts nlong
s sullieient to point ant the eligilility of the
distriot  for  the  employment  and  sub
siatenies of a nwmerons popalation.  When
to this s mlided  the  faet  that no  part
af the ealony pesents grenter inducements ¢
capitalists for the Weeding of sheep and eattle,
s Daet well known o those individugls who

have invested their capital in the rearing of
stock in this distriet, it is obyvious thet a eoun-

posse many advantages cannot long
:!m Wm ndy m?nnmdr unknown.
The connestion with Moreton Bay is .lrﬂii

satalilishad by tha dissovery of o
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Tho connesiion Willi BLOTSION DRY 19 Bl
established by the discovery of a t[lrlnt
route between the coast range and the sea,
but at present the whole trade of the dis-
trict is earvied on with Sydoney, by means
af eonsting vessels, At the town of Cassino
near the head of the navigation of the Rieh-
mond River, a Post Office lias been astablished,
and n weckly mail is also earried from thenee
to the township about to be formed at the
mouth of the river.

The moutlh of the Dichimond Diver, or s it
is termaed by the natives * Ballina,” is gitunted
in latitude 28 degrees 45, or thereabouts.
The south head is formed by a low sand-spit ;
the north head being comparatively high land,
consisting of hills of sandstome formation,
clothed with  timbor, and a remarkable
eminence near the anchorage has been ealled
Richmond Hill, nlr.hnth bearing but little
resemblance to its beautiful namesake.

- The naviguble entrance to the river is con-
siderably contracted by n bar of chiftin

sand, extending ncross the river's mouth, an

which viewed from the sea, appears to block up
the entrance to the river. 'This, however, is nol
the case, there being n narrow chanmel with a
depth at high water of from 10 to 14 feet: in
its present state, thevefore the bar precludes
vessels drmwing more than 0 feet water from
entering the river, but it appears by no means
improbable that n permanent deep water chan-
nel might be formed by the construction of a
mole or covering pier formed of the ballast dis-
charged from the vessels, projeeting from the
Honth Spit, and earvied seaward into r wiler,
This work woulid have the effeet of contracting
the present outfull, and consequently of deop-
ening it; and even the depositing of the
ballast st this point would be advantageous,
by throwing the navigable channel further to
the north, where it formerly existed.  Aflter
passing the bar the anchorage is in from 2§ to
3 fathoms, and is perfeetly secure, A bank
pxtends for some distanes up the river, having
the deep water channel on its eastern side, and
further up the channel has n uniform depth of
about 3 fathmms,

'or a distanee of about 20 miles om its
mouth, the Riclimond Wiver has a conrse which
i nearly parallel with the line of coast, «o
that at that distange, it i3 not more than
three miles from the sea ;  this narrow strip of
country bordering on the sea is for the most
part low and swampy, or sandy.

At the distane: of about 12 miles from the
Heads, thers ia a0 small settloment at o place
ealled Blackwall;  fresh water is hore found in
abundance, and the land consisis of an open
forest of pine, cypress, honeysuckle, blood-
wood, &e,

Afer passing Mackwall, and a few small
islamls in the rviver, s shallow inlet, callid
Drondwnter, extenids for severnl miles in a
north-westerly ul}rc_-uli{m : the adjacent eountry
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north-westerly direetion :  the adjuacent country
being, in general, low and swampy,

Becky Mouth Creck, at the distanes of ahont
23 miles from  the Heads, is a small ereck on
the banks of which some good land iz 1o e
found. The IIl‘iTlllH““‘iﬂﬂ‘ country consists of
forest rangea  well grassed, and fresh waler is
to be found by sinking to & small depth.

From this point to the junction of the North
Arm with the Richmond River, the banks are
law, arul dense bushes extend on each side for
i depth of o quartsr to half s mile, the soil being
of the riclwst description. A little way back
from the river banks are swamps and allu-
vial plains of many miles in extent, the land
heing all of a deseription similar to the ricl
flats of the Hawkesbury and Hunter districts,
and this general description  applies to the
greater portion of the disiriet of the lower
Richmond, as well as that bﬂl‘lll‘l‘il'l.g‘ on tho
North Arm, or North Richmond Hiver,

The North Richmond is the largest tributary
of the Richmondiver. At the junetion of the
rivers, its width is about 250 feot, with n
mrean depth of 12 to 13 feet, and it maintaing
this width and dapth for a distance of 30 miles,
to n pointfwhere u lurge eveck, ealled Loyveester
Crock, joins the river at the village reserve of
Lismoro.

Above this point, the river becomes nar
rower, but is still navigable for about 1% or
15 miles, bevond which point it ceases to he
navigable, in eonsequence of falls anid rapids,

Nearly the whole of the land which lies ad-
jacent to the bunks of the North Richmond
vonsists of the richest deseription of brush lnwl
amd alluvial fAats @ andd at o moderate o -
tation there ennnot be less than 100,000 aeres
of land availuble for eultivation on  the banks
of this river and of the numerous ereeks which
empty themselves into it The whole of this
larsed 15 well adapted  for the growth of maizse,
tobimera, cottom, and other plants indigenous 1o
a teopical climate. With  respeet to wheat
SN |'|||1.l|l||t i'lI- I‘IIII‘TIJ'I]I'H'I] tlll‘t thﬂ iﬂi] ﬂ-“tl
clinates are unsaited 1o b, and that on the
viel alluvial fats it would ran too moch to
steaw, and prodoce little in the form of grain,
bt expervionce alone ean eéonfirm or disprove
thia feloa,

The sugar-eans and  the eotton-plant have
boen introddueed into garden enltivation, and
the resnlt appears  very  favourable, whilst
among frnits the banana and  pineapple are
nowhere to be seen  in greater  perfection.
Other tropical fenits and plants might no doulbt
b inteoduesd with sneeess ; oas the pubva, the
taro, the yam, sl the bread-froit tree. This
Intter, it is belioved, wonld thrive well in the
rich cedar brushes Dear the viver: the 1aro is
eiltivated in the muach ealider elimate of Neow
Zealandd ; the  yam  (dissenrca olate ) would
doubtless suceeod on the alluvial Aats : and
the wweot potiate  (eonvolewlus  battatas ) s

Noa M cansness lawaalu Lo tha aedene al tha
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the sweot  potate  Ceonvolvulud  Ballates ) s
alrendy prown largely in the pardms ol the
settlirs.  ‘The common potato is also eultivated,
bt this ront a ré o degenerate on the rich
larydds of the Rie imeined, il nlll'llh'l"t that the
seed shionhl be continnully renewed from other
ilistricia.

The ginger, turmerie, arrowroot, and coffoe
Jante, whieh are all fonmd growing lexaiantly
in the Society  Tsland<, the Navigators', &e.
wonth] donbtless threive waoll in the rich soil of
this distriet, which s also I'I»Illﬂir'llllll_'ll' l.l.]lq'ﬂ'r'll
for the growth of tebacea on o lerge seale,
From the above beiof sketeh, it will be per
eoived that the Hichmond River Distriet must
bocome, at no vory distant Ip-:rﬂm]. nn important
Held for the enterprise o Hﬂl‘lﬂl“liri-ﬁh, mnal
there ean be no guestion that so woon as the
Vasvds aree surveved and laid out into numerous
furma nedapted  for all elasses of parchasers,
n very large population will be attraoted o this
disteiot,

At present the great want of the Richmond
River District s & more rapid and regular
communivation with Bydney, and thiv ean only
b effected by the establishment of n stenm
vossel,  Sulling vessels are often detained st

_mm_mw.vmmﬁ'mn Stobor?7

woeks, in eonsequence I.i.l:l or unf:aunbh
winds ; and at present o no less

10 vessels are thus detnined to the great detri-
mont of thelr owners. A small but powerful
| steamn - vessel would be invaluable, a8 itn
services might be rendered available s o
stenm-tug at such periods, in combination with
the Syduey and river trade.
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