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EARLY DAYS.ON THE RICHMOND

MEMORIES OF AN OLD PIONEER.

BACK IN THE 40z,

The reminiseences of the EMEE Mr. - Jus.
Adnsworth, Senr., ¢f Ballivn, were gather-
e togethor by the Inte Mr, T. Rusbell,
Linek in 10EE, publighod in pnmphlet form,
wdd %odil in aid of Ballinn Hospitel, They
eousiitute probably the most nuthentis
history of the onrly dnys on the Rich-
quend, dnd the' booklet, therefore, s
vegirded ug o vory vulunbile decpment by
the olid hands and thedr, deseondants. M
J. Arthueson, of Enst Cornki;, who possos-
sos ‘@ eopy, hus kiadly placed B at our
disposal, and from time to time we pro-
pose to mpake use of [eagthy and- Tntovost-
ing extraets therofrom for the Lenefit
of por renders,

Me. Ainsworth, the narrotor, was boro
it Merayas in 1842, nnd hiy father, n
shipwright, had madeseveral voyages to
the Richmond in hia own little vessel, (ho
O A ntldn Aon,'' bringing up supplies
for the sguntters on the Upper Richmond
whout Casive, and toking in tnllow und
timber ne ek loading. A riend ship
nt thuat tiwe wos the * Urnra, * communnd-
wil by Copt. Joln Skenunar, after whom
SBhonnnefs [Tond is nomod. The ' Ebenny
ger’! and “CAnnn Marda '’ enme dnto the
ipleture in or just beforo 47, and short-

Iy afterwnrds eamg the *Bwmily Jane,”"

i dMnegaret and Mavy?! and ¢ Chriatopher
Geprge.”” T 1847 the Alusworth fam-
ily enme north in the “*Matilde Ann, '’
which grounded on o énndspit, and the
womean wind chilfiron were pat nshore in
n Boar nenr inner Worth Head. Teet 3Mr
Adngworth now tals up the nherative:—

An ineident of the Inniding was the
peremptory ecollaving of a bag of saget
from tho bont by o man nawed Ioulag-
hun, who made ef with it only to be
eallored  in turm  hy my father, whao
speedily retrioved the bag. The hero of
this oseapnde hos long ' sineo  hunded
dogvw bis nome in Houlaghng®s Croeek,
whieh les hotween Toven and. Booyong,
on the route of the Balliin-Beoyong uil-
WLy

We lost no time in venehing the litle
|eclony of whites at East Enllina. There
‘wos no other scttlement then anywhere
vlze on the river nearer than Casino
MThere was nono at Ballinn proper, as we
“know it to-dny. Weo ocempicd n orough
I#helter on the Innd. My father's title
‘te the dand was by pro-dmptive vight—a
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"te the Jand was by pre-omptive vight—a’

_rigi:l:. recagnized in these dnys, in  the
care of first settlors. Our fow neighbors
st Enst Balling inelnded Joe AaGuira
amil Steve King, who wors members of
the first overland party from the Olar-
enee five yoars bhefore, in 1842, A small
stvenm of woter, which emptied into the
'river nt tho pilot sheds, supplied the
nreessary commodity, Beside the strenm,
'and undernoath n hig fig troc, was dug
the saw pit ot which, the first Richmond
Tiver ecodnr wos cot. Othor neighbors
vyund nhout, near by, were Tommy Chil-
eott {father of Mr. W. H, Chilestt, J.P,,
of COumbalum}), Sandy Golding, Tom
Woads, —: Juarvis, and Joe White. Tha
number of sawpits ropidly inevensed to
tix, nod the cnnp beeame noseene  of
mueh petivity.

|* Theve were obvionsly no poliee, 0
mnogistrate, and wo legnl or Inwful we-
tharity of noy kind on the whole of the
I Richmond in 1847, nnd the modern in-
quirer will doubtless wondor how vights
and wrongs wore adjusted The meth-
wil was as simple us it was mnple‘. The
strongest personnlitios commnnded londer
ship as a matter of course, nud with the
gonfidenee of the commonity to bnek
them wnp if they were worthy men, n
rough and rendy justies wne alwoys ob-
tuinable, A caso In peint: ““Fighting
Sandy ' wis o noted blusterer in  tha
sittloment, nnd a bully, whe it wns
“kenown, would not hesitete to shoot if It
suited his purpose. As n rvesult, most
of the folle were afaid of lim. A
Iepgth, n dispute arode nmong the sgw-
vors, ns 0 ovesult of which this man seb
fire to tho stack of snwn eodar and stood
by it with o gun until it was consamed,
Thereopon, Tommy Chileott was put ap
to fight him and establish supremnay qnd
lnw for the stttlement. Tommy, by the
wiy, had served an .early sppronticoslip
in the British Navy, and bad lonrned the
rugged art of gelf defence i the
fo’e’stles of the old ling of battieships
in commission after Woterloo.. Ifo
rendily met his man, ond the two fought
from & o'sloek in the morning until 4
in the nfternoon. It wos o bittor grool-
ling sontest, which was batiled out in
the presence of the prhole settoment.
The men in Sara pelts slogzed cach othor
simereifully  with barve fists  and  the
blows on heads and vibs eould be heard
at no lktle distanee nway. They, how-
over, rigidly obeved  aovinin  defined

. males, nod woeuld take spells  wolehing

analt mbles ank  amcea? | Fakacue s ¥a L
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rules, nod would take apells walehing
ench other sut ngroed intervals, The
elimnx wos retehoed when Tommy knoel-
cii his opponent ount, and left him  fof
dend, Upon his reeovery, the battered
Bandy lind to leowe the sottlomoent. De-
feafod and baffled, he was  nbsolutely
frozen out, Hp rowed up the lnm.*'lg.r_'riwr
rud parly one morning, before dnylipht,
uneeremoniously broke inte o new sot-
tler’s hut nt Coraki, whero ho waa shot
dend by tho surprised scoupler. ¢/ Pight.
ing Bandy?’' wes an undesirable who
Iwna':ptmml unworthy by the community,
ond was not. wanted, end the manner of
his denth ealled for no official inguiry.
At the same time while the plonoers

were, perhaps, sudden ond summory in
their treatment of wrongdoors, they warg

wlgn kindneoss itself to stramgers und o
all in newd.

Wont . Bolling, of Bullinn propet, was
n seeondiry sottlement. Tn my eorlicst !
reeollection of it ut Eust Ballinn, Bl
Mo Dl o Jelnideemiith de aahigr s
where where Foenwiek s slip is now, Frod
Wost (Jate of Guudurimbay was camped
where the Oceldentu] Heotel stands, af-
Porwnrds to hosomo tlm property of the
lte Mr. Tow Mobls, Tom Melnun wos
ilwg tleere, und dicky Joues livpd o tho.
Worth Creek side, In o short time after-
witrds, Joe Eyles (gvho, in 1830 or *51,
cpened the Sawyers Avms Hotel, opposite
Dr. Yentes! present  vesidomee)  came
uleng with Fred Bueeon und others. At
the heginping, the fivst cednr wos fellad
nt: Prospect and up the North Creek, nml
rifted down to the pits nt Bast Ballingg
find Inter on to pits at West Ballinng at
the present ends of Norton and Murtin
STroote,

A, Wi, Tubzloy (fourider of the ros-
peeted Coraki fumily of thot weme) hnd
n smnll stotion on, the Big Plin, thoe
property now Interseeted by the Tinten-
b nnd North Creek ronds,

With the increase in shipping, the
growth of population, und the opesing
itp of other eodere gerubs, it was nt length
found convenient to remove tho scttle-
ment. from BEast Bullinn o whu.t is now
Rillinn proper.

Phe second cedir waterway to lie cpen-
el up ani developed aftor North Crock
wis Bmigrunt Creek. This latter vamo
was glven to the fine tributory owing to
the fact that Tenry Willinms amd Tom
Eruminu, who were cnifgrants, fixed thoir
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Brandon, who were emigrants, fixed thoir
eamps at Cumbalum, on the Innd after-
warils free-selected by the late Mn Goeo
Tepfor, Sonr, In duee courss lovger swmd
wore important enmps wers formed, the
principal onex Deing nt Duek  Creck,
Teven aud Tintenhar, In 1851 the Tin-
tenbnr enmp wos second only to Ballina
in fmportamee. Among those wlo con-
gtitutod it wera Chas. Jerrott, John
Ekonnny, Chns Mebeill, Diek Glascott,
Jno, Holmes, —. Phillip, Jns. Ainsworth,
Diek King, B. MoCurdy; Steve King and
W, Smith. The wiver and families of
the timber men wore nlso dowieiled in
the comp.

The Tevew camp included Joo Magnire,
Rilly Rose, thy Johnstons, and the Ale-
Canne. Teven, the gborigingl word for
atinging tree, wos the name given to
this ‘creck besause of the numerous

stinging trees that grew npon its banks.

At Duek Creek, or Tralbn, os it is now
eallad, weore Billy Woollott, Munny Thuvis,
i, Bimpson (afterwerds of Pimljeo), Joo.
Barnos ani Franlk Merrish, who waa
Inter onc of the eriginal sclectors ot
Alstonville, at the top of the preseat
entting,

About this time also, eutfors were be-
ginning to gt codar out nt Boathurbonr,
near Lismors, from whones the industry
vapidly extonded up the erecks into the
Big Serah boyond the prozent Gueon Oity.

Bullennh was the nboriginval nnmo for
Enlling at the time of my arvival in 47,
(L. nm noc &lear s To tne mending ooty
nlways understood it related to fish nnd
owaters, their nbundnnee in the neigh
borhood and the ense with which they
could be obtained. Tt was later corrupl-
ed to "*Dallina, ' and Heenma pormanent-
Iy known ns Ballina in the offieial roe
eards  The first town lots to bo acquired
from the Crown were sohmritted nt the
instanen of Joo Evles, whon Jim HBrown
alse purchased the Jund aftorwards eom- |
prising the Fenwick estate which oxtend- |
el from the rviver bauk Daek to-Tamors |
siroct.

Bhaw?s. Bay at Epst Ballinn was nri-!
ginolly known as New Chum’s Bay., It |
wns Tnter enlled Show's Buy owing to the |
fneb thot Fomea Show eroeted o house on
its northern shore n little to the opst-
word of Snow's sowmill, Mabhs' Bay
nt Bouth Beosh was in Ik manuer nam-
cd after Mr. Tom Mobbs, Bonr, who re-
sided there jn 1854 or thereobouts. Mol
Hancoclk (f£ather of Mr. Charles Haneoel,
of Pimlico} alse liyed there nbout the
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of Pimlieo} also lived there nbout the
same time ond Joter removed to Wool-
hurn, whore ho took up one of the first
selectibms in the lntter distriet, 2y, B
Lowis (father of Mr, ®. P, Lewis, of
Cherry  Street) lived with his family
carly in tho "*fifties®! nt South Bonch,
nony where the mepazine was creetod
nfterwnris in eonnection with the brealk-
witters.

" My. onrliest voeolloction of West Bal-

T nnturally cnwangm: a pieturoe tlm[
VOTY ﬂppﬂﬁtn to-dny. Then it was:
for the most part o huge lightly timbered ;
fint with viba or ridges of heavy box and i
gim trees. Thera werg nlse patehes nfl
thiek brush with large arous ef t'l-trqul
swnmp cehokod with cutting grassy and |
{earrying water all the yenr round. The
[lout ehnnuel from the town to North
Croale wne vin the present sito of the
Lnths, thenee nerosy the gilf links, fAnnl-
Iy J{siniug the freck o lHttle bolow  the
residentinl proporty now owned by Ald.
Hevry. Fronting this channel and upon |
ils _hnnks Me. Oharles Tnrrett bailt his

flvgt restdence and Mr. Ross hiz  old

bnteher’s shop, rdsidenco nod firdt  post

office. I am reminded that in the in-

terim much of tho old foreshore has dis-

uppenred.  Whera the baths are, for ox-

mmiple, the river hank wis originally ten

et high und 4 eouple of huts wore prect-

ol upon it. As the result of o sweoeping

floed in "85, neccompaniod by ‘n heavy

son, this lnnd was swept awaey and the

eecupints of the huts only Tescunid wil.'h

diflieulty. 4

. (Te be continued.)
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