Red Cedar

HARLY DAYS O THE RICHMOND.

(Written by *'W.AL'Y for the IR,

. Herald. ")

Looldng at a photo the other day

of o fine red cedar log recently

gecured at Ldllian® Rock, it occurred
to me that very little is Emowm to-
day of the vast amount of this won-

-_ﬂerfui timhz: which was marketed

from the' mahmnnﬁ River in years

gone by-_1o the value of many thou-
sands of pounds—or the hardships

endured by those who hmul‘ﬂt it o

maricet,

About (he carly 50% of last century,
the trees were found in serubs along
the vlver banlk, and the logs, after boing
Hgguored,?’ were rolled into the water,
then coligetad in rofts, and token by
tides to meet the sailing vessels, which
garried them to Sydnoy. ‘‘Squaring’’
wns done by axe. work, maoking four
stradght sidos, wllieh were -not  Joined,
leaving  the leg- in - t]m furm of an
petagon.

M Working the tiﬂes" meant allowing
tha raft to go on while the tide flowed
in the vight direction, and tying up to
the bank when i turned, to oewail ﬂ'lL".
next tur.

Liater, the worhkers wore foreed Lo
leave the river banks in search of fur-
ther supplics, and bullock teams were
used in hnuling from the serubs,

At one period the cednr-getters sawed
the loggs into lavge flikches by digging
n pit at cach treo and using o pit-saw.
The outside slabs were left to waste

Muany enrly settlers built their houses
ontively from these slaba; and the
tracks uend for houling and the depres-
giong which had formed saw-pits, were
to he found long afterwards hy sclea-
tors, ot intervals all through the Big
Berab.

When supplies near deep wabtor be-
pAMe Senroo, THE mon wont Tdroibc sedad
tnd ralled the logs into the erecka which
foed the viver, there to await floods, to
floot them to deep water. This work
wnd done chiefly hy all owners in & given
aren working together, eaeh marking his
logs with a distinguishing brand.

In one instomce, the writer's father
was plaeed in chorge of three tonms of

huliocks, hauling  eodar Joga to  the
l.reehn nhove Wyangarie. Their harvest
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sreeks nhove Wyangarie, Their harveat
was ona thousand logs; and these, with
those of othor owners, were flonted by
floods to Casino, where n streng eable
was fixed across the river to impomnd
all legs., The owners hero took charge)
of their timbar, -~

This nropess wna ils

B LR

tho MNorth Avm, and ﬂm impounding
eables were nhove Lismoro.

The writer has helped to colloct logs
nt Bontharbor when a boy.

After reaahing tide water, the logs
were hauled from the water, ot smitable
plaeces, to be elenped up for market
This eonsisted of ““squnring’’ nnd sow-
lng the ends which had bheon hrnieed by
humping treea or rocks in, the rosh of
the flood water.

But it mnst be peinted out that many
Ilocked and loft behind
nnd, nfter o hig floed, owners would or-
gaunise working parties to patral the
erecks, and ploee thase logs in the beds
of the ereeks to await the next flosd.
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Pets are munch hetter company thon

| wisitora.—Eva LoGnllisine.
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